I-131 accumulation in gastric pull-up simulating pulmonary metastases on total-body scan for thyroid cancer.
A follow-up total-body I-131 scan in a patient with follicular thyroid carcinoma demonstrated radionuclide accumulation in the right hemithorax. Originally thought to be pulmonary metastatic thyroid carcinoma, the uptake region proved to be intrathoracic gastric mucosa. The patient had been treated for squamous cell esophageal carcinoma by esophagogastrostomy reconstruction with gastric pull-up. This unusual imaging pattern could have been interpreted as metastatic disease in the absence of complete patient records, an appreciation of normal gastric concentration patterns of I-131, and corroborative imaging study analysis.